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NEWS ITEMS. 

The Littlefield Collection of Southern History in the University 
of Texas Library recently received important accessions of news- 
paper files : Louisville (Ky.) Courier Journal, 1865-1868, Banner 
of Peace, Nashville, 1840-1874, Daihj Picayune, New Orleans, 
1837-1861, Texas Presbyterian, 1846-48 and 1851-56, Texas State 
Gazette, Austin, 1849-1854, and Tri-Weehly Htate Times, Austin, 
1853-1854. 

Mr. Waddy Thompson, of Atlanta, Georgia, grandson of Waddy 
Thompson, of South Carolina, who was American minister to 
Mexico from 1842 to 1844, recently presented to the Texas State 
Historical Association sixteen original letters, being personal letters 
to or from Waddy Thompson during the j^ears 1842 to 1848. 
Among the writers are Andrew Jackson, John Tyler, Daniel Web- 
ster, John C. Calhoun, Eeverdy Johnson, Waddy Thompson, Hiigh 
McLeod, Jos6 Maria Tornel, and Santa Anna. The subjects 
touched upon are the liberation of the Texan prisoners at Perote, 
American claims, peace between Mexico and Texas, acquisition of 
California, the prospect of war between England and Mexico, and 
the presidential campaign of 1848. 

The Old Trail Drivers' Association, whose membership is com- 
posed of pioneer stockmen, held the sixth annual convention at 
San Antonio, September 28 and 29, 1920. The following officers 
were re-elected: George W. Saunders, president; J. B. Murrah. 
vice-president, and E. P. Jennings, secretary-treasurer. All offi- 
cers are residents of San Antonio. The Association voted to 
publish a second and enlarged edition of Saunders' book The Old 
Trail Drivers of Texas, and to erect a monument to commemorate 
the part played by the Old Trail Drivers in the development and 
upbuilding of the State. 

Dr. J. O. Dyer published in the Galveston News of July 11, 
1920, an article on the history of the Tonka wai Indians, accom- 
panied by a map. In the News of July 31 he published an article 
on "The medicine man at Anahuac." 
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Mrs. Jessie Briscoe Howe, daughter of Captain Andrew Briscoe, 
a San Jacinto veteran, died at the home of her son in Houston, 
July 9, 1920. The Post of July 11 contains a brief sketch of her 
Kfe. 

Colonel William Lewis Moody, banker and cotton factor of 
Galveston, died in that city, July 17, 1920. Colonel Moody was 
a life member of the Texas State Historical Association. 

Judge Harris Masterson, a prominent lawyer of Houston, died 
in that city, July 29, 1920. 

J. M. Polk, Company I, Fourth Texas Infantry, died at the 
Confederate Home, Austin, August 15, 1920. In 1907 Mr. Polk 
pubHshed a pamphlet, entitled Memories of the Lost Cause and 
Ten Years in South America. Several editions of this pamphlet 
with variations in the title, have been published. 

Branch T. Masterson, formerly a prominent member of the 
Galveston bar, died at Denver, Colorado, August 16, 1920. 

Chester H. Terrell, speaker of the House of Representatives of 
the 33d Legislature, died at his home in San Antonio, September 
13, 1920. 

Judge James L. Autry, a prominent lawyer of Houston, died 
in that city, September 29, 1920. His grandfather perished in 
the Alamo. Judge Autry was a life member of the Texas State 
Historical Association. 



